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Politics (from Greek: MoAimika, politika, 'affairs of the cities') is the set of activities that are
associated with making decisions in groups, or other forms of power relations between individuals,
such as the distribution of resources or status.

BR: BACR, BN, RIS

EBE
BAR: 4EiPREamlas, 408 SR, depUIEH
BEESR: AN, AR, Aat), AR, A

WJWRHR: AT, POohe, WEDE, ANGGER, RIEEE, HEENBeE, #H),
Fo WS, KR, R B1F 4, ERES, BPIBS, BE, BRRR, BRI

#77

KAME

KEZATHE , RTAR?, RESEE, WEEE . MANREER , NRFHF , £E6HF
%, B B, B B I, R [RREERMS, BAD 0, @83, BEEF
Tt , AETC ¢ DEEAHTEE , Aehc. RERAMAK ©, EHFELMMAE « , 85t
FAE e, Z1I8KE *,



a5 e—
ﬁj\ﬂ:)iil {él%" ﬁﬁ%%7 XJ_L[“'{?;
W B, 5L, Bk, Tk

LR

FIVE QUESETIONABLE VIEWS ABOUT CHRISTIANS AND GOVERNMENT

A. GOVERNMENT SHOULD COMPEL RELIGION
Religion conflicts; Caesar; Jesus refused; Genuine faith; Heavenly kingdom; Government
guarantee; fair tax benefits; spiritual influence

B. GOVERNMENT SHOULD EXCLUDE RELIGION

American Civil Liberties Union; Reason vs content of the law; Overrides people will;
freedom from religion; freedom of religion / speech; adopted only by court; against Rom 13/ 1
Peter 2; Daniel / John the Baptist / Paul; spiritual basis

C. ALL GOVERNMENT IS EVIL AND DEMONIC
Rom 13/ 1 Peter 2;

D. DO EVANGELISM, NOT POLITICS

Whole Bible; North / South Korea; 1 Tim 2:2; 1 John 3:8 transformation of society; do
good for others; bring about good government and good laws; both church and gov to restrain
evil: drunk driving;

outlawed: infanticide, child abandonment, abortion, battles-to-the-death, branding
criminals, prison segregating, human sacrifice, pedophilia, polygamy, burning widows, binding
women’s feet, slavery;

granted property rights and protection to woman, begin public schools, compulsory
education, Magna Carta, Declaration of Independence, Constitution;

trying to influence governments for good

E. DO POLITICS, NOT EVANGELISM
Unpopular view today; Social Gospel movement between 19" / 20t century;

SIGNIFICANT CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE ON GOVERNMENT

A. UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE RIGHTLY
More agreement than disagreement; healthy dialogue

B. LIBERAL DISTORTIONS OF THE BIBLE



C. BIBLICAL SUPPORT FOR SIGNIFICANT CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE
Joseph, Daniel, Moses, Nehemiah, Mordecai, Esther;
Prophets address sins of foreign nations: Isaiah 13-23; Jeremiah 46-51; Ezekiel 25-32;
Amos 1-2; Obadiah (to Edom); Jonah (Nineveh); Nahum (Nineveh); Habakkuk 2; Zephaniah 2
John the Baptist, Paul: Acts 24:24-25

D. HISTORICAL EXAMPLES OF CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE ON SECULAR
GOVERNMENTS

(see above) individual human rights, individual freedom, freedom of religion, equality
before the law, and separation of church and state.

“all men are created equal.”

E. IS THE UNITED STATES A CHRISTIAN NATION?
F. WHAT ABOUT OLD TESTAMENT LAWS? (THE QUESTION OF THEONOMY)

G. SHOULD CHRISTIANS ONLY VOTE FOR CHRISTIAN CANDIDATES?
support the candidate who best represents moral and political values consistent with
biblical teaching, no matter what his or her religious background or convictions.

H. WITHOUT CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE, GOVERNMENTS WILL HAVE NO CLEAR
MORAL COMPASS

Not: compulsion, silence, withdrawal from government, evangelism only, government for
salvation

It is: being faithful to the biblical teaching on how Christians should have a positive
influence on civil government.

I. THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PASTORS TO TEACH ON POLITICAL ISSUES
Whole Bible; “the whole counsel of God,”; wisdom to avoid divisiveness; avoid
excessive emphasis

J. THE OBLIGATIONS OF ALL CHRISTIAN CITIZENS
Be well-informed and vote; stewardship; small discussion groups; voice; support; action

K. CHURCHES AND THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE (IRS) GUIDELINES
IRS forbids pastors support / oppose candidates; which party holds which view

L. CONCLUSION

Pastors should use wisdom to decide which issues to teach, especially during election;
Bible teachings on: moral issues, civil government

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES CONCERNING GOVERNMENT

A. GOVERNMENTS SHOULD PUNISH EVIL AND ENCOURAGE GOOD



Anarchy is a highly destructive evil; execute justice & defend the weak

B. WHAT ABOUT THE DETAILED LAWS FOR ISRAEL GIVEN IN EXODUS-
DEUTERONOMY?
intended to apply directly only to Israel at that time; Sabbath

C. GOD IS SOVEREIGN OVER ALL NATIONS

nations accountable for their actions (see Isa. 13-23; Jer. 46-51; Ezek. 25-32; Amos 1-2;
Obadiah—written to Edom; Jonah—sent to Nineveh; Nahum—written to Nineveh; Hab. 2;
Zeph. 2).

God also predicts, through Isaiah, the establishment of Cyrus, king of Persia, about 150
years before his life:

D. GOVERNMENTS SHOULD SERVE THE PEOPLE AND SEEK THE GOOD OF THE
PEOPLE, NOT THE RULERS

It is repeatedly condemned in the Old Testament (see Deut. 16:19; Ps. 26:10; Prov.
15:27; 17:23; Isa. 33:15; Ezek. 22:12; Amos 5:12; Hab. 1:2—4).

E. CITIZENS SHOULD OBEY THE GOVERNMENT (EXCEPT IN CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES)

Daniel and his friends, Egyptian midwives, Esther, wise men for Jesus; Change of
government: Moses, David, Judges

F. GOVERNMENTS SHOULD SAFEGUARD HUMAN LIBERTY
Loss of freedom was a judgment, not a blessing; Government of necessity sometimes
infringes on people’s “liberty” to do wrong; loss of liberty through taxation

G. GOVERNMENTS CANNOT SAVE PEOPLE OR CHANGE HUMAN HEARTS

Personal salvation is a work of God, not government; the primary need of every society is
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; Inwardly transformed people are necessary for a transformed
society; Governments significantly influence people’s moral convictions and behavior and the
moral fabric of a nation

H. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE
Caesar

I. GOVERNMENTS SHOULD ESTABLISH A CLEAR SEPARATION OF POWERS
Unchecked power leads to sins; Saul, David, Solomon, Supreme Court;

J. THE RULE OF LAW MUST APPLY EVEN TO THE RULERS IN A NATION
Israel

K. THE BIBLE GIVES SUPPORT FOR SOME KIND OF DEMOCRACY
Accountability; consent of those who are governed; Tyrants are often oppressive rulers;
elder selection by Moses and Apostles; Promotions by David; Meritocracy



L. NATIONS SHOULD VALUE PATRIOTISM

genuine not blind; Nations are blessing from God; Divide and disperse government
power; sense of belonging, gratitude, security, obligation; combined with truthful criticism
A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

A. GOD CREATED EVERYTHING

B. THE ONE TRUE GOD REVEALS HIMSELF AND HIS MORAL STANDARDS
CLEARLY IN THE BIBLE

C. THE ORIGINAL CREATION WAS “VERY GOOD”

D. BECAUSE ADAM AND EVE SINNED, THERE IS MORAL EVIL (“SIN”) IN THE
HEART OF EVERY HUMAN BEING

E. BECAUSE ADAM AND EVE SINNED, GOD PLACED A CURSE ON THE ENTIRE
NATURAL WORLD

F. GOD WANTS HUMAN BEINGS TO DEVELOP THE EARTH’S RESOURCES AND TO
USE THEM WISELY AND JOYFULLY

THE COURTS AND THE QUESTION OF ULTIMATE POWER IN A NATION

A. ULTIMATE POWER: WHO WILL HAVE IT?

B. ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE, WHAT SHOULD JUDGES DO?

C. WHAT HAS ACTUALLY HAPPENED IN THE UNITED STATES?

D. LIMITING THE POWER OF THE COURTS BY APPOINTING “ORIGINALIST” JUDGES
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE FACING THE NATION TODAY

NATIONAL DEFENSE

A. BIBLICAL TEACHING

B. HOW CAN WE KNOW IF A WAR IS A “JUST WAR™?

C. PACIFISM

D. DEFENSE POLICY IN THE UNITED STATES



E. ISLAMIC JIHADISM (INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM)
F. WARS IN IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN

G. NUCLEAR WEAPONS

H. THE CIA

[. COERCIVE INTERROGATION OF PRISONERS
J.HOMOSEXUALS IN THE MILITARY

K. WOMEN IN COMBAT

FOREIGN POLICY

A. BIBLICAL TEACHING
B. THE UNITED NATIONS
C. FOREIGN AID

D. ISRAEL

E. IMMIGRATION

FREEDOM OF SPEECH

A. BIBLICAL TEACHING

B. THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

C. RESTRICTIONS ON FREEDOM OF SPEECH
D. CAMPAIGN FINANCE RESTRICTIONS

E. CAMPUS “HATE SPEECH” CODES AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS OF FREE SPEECH
ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

F. THE “FAIRNESS DOCTRINE” AND TALK RADIO

FREEDOM OF RELIGION



A. BIBLICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL BACKGROUND
B. RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION IN THE PUBLIC SQUARE
C. “FAITH-BASED” PROGRAMS

D. POLITICAL ADVOCACY BY CHURCHES AND THEIR TAX-EXEMPT STATUS

SPECIAL GROUPS

A. WHY THE TOPICS IN THIS CHAPTER ARE DIFFERENT FROM EARLIER CHAPTERS
B. REGULATORS: INVISIBLE BUREAUCRATS WHO REGULATE PEOPLE’S LIVES

C. EARMARKS

D. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

E. GENDER-BASED QUOTAS

F. FARM SUBSIDIES

G. TARIFFS

H. TRIAL LAWYERS, MEDICAL MALPRACTICE AWARDS, AND REFORM OF TORT
LAW

I. THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
J. NATIVE AMERICANS (AMERICAN INDIANS)

K. GAMBLING

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS

THE PROBLEM OF MEDIA BIAS: WHEN THE WATCHDOGS FALL ASLEEP
A. PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS OF MEDIA BIAS

B. SURVEYS OF JOURNALISTS

C. WHAT HAPPENS TO A NATION WHEN ITS WATCHDOGS ARE SILENT?



APPLICATION TO DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN POLICIES TODAY
A. THE COURTS AND ULTIMATE POWER IN A NATION

G. NATIONAL DEFENSE

H. RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER NATIONS

I. FREEDOM OF SPEECH

J. FREEDOM OF RELIGION

K. SPECIAL GROUPS WITHIN THE NATION

L. MEDIA BIAS

M. WHY DO THE TWO PARTIES ADOPT THESE DIFFERENT POLICIES?
FAITH AND WORKS, AND TRUSTING GOD WHILE WORKING IN POLITICS AND
GOVERNMENT

A. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO TRUST GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE DIRECTION
OF WORLD HISTORY?

B. THE FUTURE: WILL THE UNITED STATES BECOME A BETTER OR WORSE
NATION IN THE NEXT FEW DECADES?

C. THE DETAILS OF REVIVAL: WHAT MIGHT IT LOOK LIKE IF GOD BROUGHT

ABOUT A REVIVAL OF THE CHURCH AND A TRANSFORMATION OF THE NATION
FOR GOOD?

<< Grudem, Wayne A.. Politics - According to the Bible >>
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