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Christian Ethics and Racism
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What 1s racism?

Groups of humans possess different behavioral traits corresponding to
physical appearance and can be divided based on the superiority of one
race over another.

Racism is defined not merely as prejudice—when one race is intolerant of
another—but is also related intrinsically to power, that is, the ability of a
group to exercise its sense of racial dominance over others.



History ol modern racism/ anti-black racism

+ Ancient Greek and Roman scholars were certainly chauvinistic when it
came to appraising the body aesthetic of their own people. Even as the
Greeks described the Africans as “burnt people,”

* The modern notion of racism is intimately connected to developments
within the last few centuries in the West, though race as a concept certainly
existed earlier.

+ Slavery: White supremacy



Discontinuity with this definition of racism and

the bibhcal world.

+ Early Christianity was a minority religion.

+* Within the Bible, cultural difference is not identified primarily through
physical traits. The biblical authors understood social difference was
through religious beliefs and an assumed set of cultural norms.
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Does the Bible support

Or oppose racism;

* Support?

* White supremacist groups like the Ku Klux Klan have used biblical texts as weapons to
promote hatred against racial minority groups.

* During the buildup to the Civil War, white evangelicals used scripture to defend slavery
and nurture the Confederacy.
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Chosen people/promised land: the notion
of a chosen people reinforces a group’s
sense of cultural superiority over others
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Does the Bible support

Or oppose racism;

%= Biblical themes were central to the

message of the civil rights movements in
the 1960s. Thus, the Bible has played a

* Oppose? role in both promoting and dismantling
racism.
+ In Emancipation Proclamation: “And
upon this act, sincerely believed to be an + FREESHAH L TR . SR A R
act of justice, warranted by the I

Constitution, upon military necessity, I
invoke the considerate judgment of

mankind, and the gracious favor of
Almighty God.”



Does the Bible support

or ()pp()se I'a(}ism? + God’s blessing to the nations
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How can we respond to racism?

+* We are all created by the same God and came from the same parents.
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* We are all equally loved by God.
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How can we respond to racism?

+* We are all equally celebrated in heaven:
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+ Exam our own hearts:
+ Do I believe my race is superior than other race?
* Any racist attitudes or acts in my life?

+ How much do I know about other ethnic groups?



Discussion norms

+ Raise hand before speaking up

+ Non-judgemental

= Faith-based



Discussion

What's your opinion about and / or position on the BLM movement?

What Can We Learn from ‘Black Lives Matter’? (https:/ /

www.desiringgod.org /interviews / what-can-we-learn-from-black-lives-
matter)

One of the main things to learn from the emergence of the Black Lives
Matter movement is the need to distinguish between, one, the plain
truth of the slogan, two, the ideological origin of its nature, and, three,
the strategies of action that it unleashes on the street.
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Discussion

George Floyd: Sinful behaviour of one police officer, or systematic racial
injustice ?

The relationship between holding racist views and white Christian
identity is actually stronger among more frequent church attenders than
among less frequent church attenders. (https:/ /www.nbcnews.com /
think / opinion / racism-among-white-christians-higher-among-
nonreligious-s-no-coincidence-ncnal235045)
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